
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Laura Strand 

Department: Art and Design 

Email Address: lstrand@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-2812 

Campus Mail Box: 1774 

Number of available URCA Assistant Positions 

One funded student only. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

8 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

   Art 484, 3 credit hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

   My studio in Worden Illinois. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Only those in similar disciplines. 

 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

   I am seeking a student to help me continue the documentation of my textile collection so 

that it can be used more effectively as an active element in the study of textiles. The student 

will match the photo to the textile, look at the notes I made during photography and 

complete the process of assigning a number with date collected to the object. A numbered 

label will then be stitched to the fabric as a marker. The collection of more than 250 objects 

includes indigo resist dyed fabrics and handwoven objects from my summer in Nigeria that 

are a part of my Introductory class, fabrics from north, central and south India collected 

during my summer there and more recently in 2019 to teach in Chennai, south India, and 

the many textiles collected in Mexico during the twelve years that I traveled with students to 

summer classes in Tlaxiaco, Mexico. Opening broader access can be accomplished through 

completing this documentation. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

   The student will match the photograph to the textile, look at my notes and assign a 

collection number with date collected. They will then write a number onto a small label and 

stitch it to the fabric. As a part of this project I am writing a more detailed entry for each 

object to yield a more complete story of its historical place and maker. These stories are 

contained in notes taken at the time and I will be locating, writing and adding that 

information to the body of research. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

   They will learn to recognize and describe textiles from several countries and diverse 

populations. They will gain experience in managing objects with care as the stitch labels 

onto them and store them for classroom use. They will grow in their understanding of the 

need to preserve these artifacts that carry information about cultures traditional forms of 

expression. 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

   I prefer that students be available two or three mornings before 11:30. If they can work 

only two days, we will schedule four hours per day (8 hours). If they are available three 

mornings, we will schedule three hour days (9 hours). 



If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

   Yes, they need to be able to drive. 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

   No 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

   A sensitivity to object handling. 


